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Dreamtime stories are the Indigenous way of understanding the world. These stories
gave unity and purpose to Indigenous societies in the past and are important today in
maintaining their identity and culture. They are seen to be the beginning of knowledge
and thus make them good artefacts for capturing learning experiences. Research has
shown that the sharing of stories from experience helps student see the purpose of
learning hypothetical or conceptual content (Bittel & Bettoi, 2014). As such, the key to
learning would lie with the choice and design of stories to make sure their connections
with real world problems and prior knowledge are prominent.

A digital story strategy captures the entire enquiry process by acting as the channel for
self-expression in a digital era, including students’ information fluency towards
constructing knowledge based on what they have observed and reflected on, to
developing the ability to apply this new knowledge to a problem later (Kervin et. al.,
2014). Riesland (2005) wrote that visual literacy education will empower the twenty-first
century students with the skill to survive in a dynamic and fast revolving online world as
they learn to decipher hypermedia information to develop critical thinking and analytical
skills.
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Introduction

Indigenous Tertiary Enabling Course is designed to offer Indigenous students an alternate entry path
way into mainstream university degree programs. Although there is no strong evidence of a specific
Indigenous learning style, they do have recurrent styles for preferring to learn by observation over
verbal instruction and reflective learning (Hughes & More, 1997).

Description

This presentation will showcase how we integrate traditional storytelling technique with technology to
develop engaging multimedia-rich digital stories for use to capture the attention of students with
information (resources), and also to facilitate discussion and reflection (activities). We will share
students’ feedback and address tutors’ concerns. Through this poster presentation session, we hope
to offer some suggestions to tutors with the intention to implement this strategy in their classes and
also gather opinions from those who have had experience with digital stories.

References

Bittel, N. & Bettoni, M. (2014). From Complex Maths to Simple Stories: a Knowledge Management
Approach to Education. Switzerland: Swiss Distance University of Applied Sciences.

Hughes, P. & More, A. J. (1997). Aboriginal Ways of Learning and Learning Styles. Paper presented
on 4th December in Brisbane at the Annual Conference of the Australian Association for Research
in Education.

Kervin, L., O’Shea, S., Harwood, V. and McMahon, S. (2014). Digital storytelling: Capturing the
stories of mentors in Australian Indigenous Mentoring Experience. Sage Research Methods Cases
London, U.K.: Sage Publications, Ltd.

Riesland. E. (2005). Visual Literacy and the Classroom. New Horizons for Learning.
http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/strategies/topics/literacy/articles/visual-literacy-and-the-
classroom/

http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/dreaming

P:5

612


http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/strategies/topics/literacy/articles/visual-literacy-and-the-classroom/
http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/strategies/topics/literacy/articles/visual-literacy-and-the-classroom/
http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/strategies/topics/literacy/articles/visual-literacy-and-the-classroom/
http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/dreaming

Matthews, A., Aggarwal, R., and Lim, S.L. (2015). Digitise Your Dreams the Indigenous Way. In T.
Reiners, B.R. von Konsky, D. Gibson, V. Chang, L. Irving, & K. Clarke (Eds.), Globally
connected, digitally enabled. Proceedings ascilite 2015 in Perth (pp. 612-613).

https://doi.org/10.14742/apubs.2015.1014
Note: All published papers are refereed, having undergone a double-blind peer-review process.

@ The author(s) assign a Creative Commons by attribution licence enabling others
to distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon their work, even commercially, as long

as credit is given to the author(s) for the original creation.

613

P:6


https://doi.org/%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%93%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%91%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%97%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%9A%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%97%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%95%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%92%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%84%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%93%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%98%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%85%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%96%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%91%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%95%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%93%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%98%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%91%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%93%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%97



